F & International
- ¢ #' Online Teachers
~  Society

American Expression E2319 Good Samaritan

0TS Publishing Team
International Online Teachers Society
Since 2011

The term "Good Samaritan" originates from a parable told by Jesus in the Bible, specifically in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 10,
verses 25-37. In the parable, a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho is attacked by robbers, who strip him of his clothes, beat
him, and leave him half-dead. A priest and a Levite, both religious figures, pass by without offering help. However, a Samaritan, a
member of a group often despised by Jews of that time, stops to assist the injured man. The Samaritan cleans and bandages the
man's wounds, takes him to an inn, and pays for his care, demonstrating compassion and mercy without regard for social or
ethnic boundaries.

The story of the Good Samaritan is used to illustrate the importance of loving and caring for others, regardless of their
background or status. It emphasizes that true neighborliness transcends cultural, religious, and social divisions. This parable has
profoundly impacted how compassion and kindness are viewed in many cultures, highlighting the moral duty to help those in
need.
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In contemporary usage, a "Good Samaritan" refersto ahyone who provid’es,assnstance to others in distress, often in
emergencies, without expecting anything in return: “This term has become syp(onymous with acts of kindness and altruism, where

individuals go out of their way to help strangers,,;eflectlng the selfless spirit of fhe Samaritan in the parable.

The concept of the Good Samaritan extends be_i]_énd individual actions to influenc@;:{laws and societal norms. Many places have
"Good Samaritan laws" designed to protectithose who offer aid in emergencies. These laws encourage bystanders to assist
without fear of legal repercussions if something-goes wrong while providing help. Fhelaim is to reduce the hesitation people
might feel about getting involved, ensuring'that more people re € assistance they need in critical situations.
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Examples of Good Samaritan acts can be foundiin varlous aspects of daily life; This might include stopping to help someone
whose car has broken down, providing first aidto.an |nJured person, or offehng support to someone experiencing a crisis. The
underlying principle is the willingness to help others purely out;of campassion-and humanity, often without prior knowledge of
the person in need. [OTS
The Good Samaritan parable and its modern-day applications serve as powerful reminders of the impact of kindness and the
importance of caring for one another. They challenge individuals to look beyond their prejudices and societal divisions,
advocating for a world where people are judged by their actions and willingness to help rather than their backgrounds or
affiliations.

In summary, the Good Samaritan represents selfless kindness and the moral obligation to assist those in need. This concept,
rooted in a biblical parable, has evolved to symbolize acts of altruism and has influenced both cultural values and legal
protections encouraging people to help others without hesitation.

Questions for Discussion

What motivates individuals to act as Good Samaritans, and how can we encourage more such behavior in society?

Can you share a personal experience where you witnessed or performed an act of a Good Samaritan? What impact did it have?
How do Good Samaritan laws influence people's willingness to help others in emergency situations?

What are some potential risks or challenges faced by Good Samaritans, and how can these be mitigated?

How does the story of the Good Samaritan challenge societal attitudes towards helping strangers and breaking down social
barriers?
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