F & o International
- ‘i q‘“’ Online Teachers
Society

Strategy: a fundamental factor in life

Joseph Arre
Class of 2008, University of Baguio,
B.S in Nursing

Strategy is a fundamental factor in life. It controls every action and reaction which we encounter. The outcome
of every war, problem and task is based on the strategy applied. In real life, our romances, family relationships,
success in jobs and even betting on a gamble is all based on a strategy. In chess every move, maneuver and
form of attack is also based on strategy. We often succeed or fail in life because we have picked the wrong
stratagem. That is why we often need to plan ahead, see what might happen in the future and collect the
determination to set out every decision. Our plans not only affect us but also the people around us. The plans
of parents are crucial for the well-being of their children and the plans of teachers are essential in order for the
students to grasp each concept in each lesson. If the leaders, the parents, teachers and government officials fail
in creating a strong strategy then the group is affected. Such a concept in life should not be considered as an
utter triviality but a significant virtue.

In the military, strategy is based on expert military command, planning and the conduct of war. In war every
soldier, weapon and vehicle are essential in order to achieve total victory. The crafty general plans his
maneuvers according to the conditions of war and the power of the enemy. He measures the outcome of the
war and the determination needed in order to win every battle because he knows that in the battlefield a
wrong move can spell defeat and utter destruction. However, utilizing the power of strategy is not only based
on the conditions of warfare, it also includes everyday decisions and scenarios.

In education, strategy is also a key component. Without the right strategy the pupil will have doubts on the
teacher and the teacher will not be able to function well. Hence, it is important in the realms of education to
analyze each situation, predict the course of a given lesson and provide the necessary maneuvers in order to
remove the doubt and boredom of the pupil. Sun Tzu mentioned that strategy without tactics is the slowest
route to victory while tactics without strategy is the noise before defeat. The famous philosopher pointed out
that a strategy without a particular goal is the slowest route. Hence in teaching it slows the development of
pupils while a plan without a strategy can actually be devastative. That is why both a good stratagem and a well
planned tactic are needed in order to release the full potential of students. Once the student understands all
the concepts then total victory is at hand.

Questions for Discussion: :

1) What is a fundamental factor in life?

2) What are some concepts in real life where we need to strategize our move?
3) What will happen in students if there is a problem with the strategy used?
4) Why do we need to have a strategy in chess?

5) What does the crafty general do during wars?
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