
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E2203 Drastic times call for drastic measures 

 

IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 
"Drastic times call for drastic measures" is an idiomatic expression that conveys the idea that extreme or unconventional act ions may be 
necessary in times of crisis or urgent need. The phrase suggests that when faced with extraordinary challenges or dire circumstances, 
ordinary solutions may not be sufficient, and radical steps may be required to address the situation effectively.  
 
The origin of the expression is uncertain, but its sentiment has been echoed throughout history in various contexts, from pol itics and 
warfare to personal decision-making and crisis management. The phrase encapsulates the notion that in times of great peri l or urgency, 
individuals or authorities may need to depart from conventional wisdom and take bold, decisive action to confront the situati on head-
on. 
 
In political and societal contexts, "drastic times call for drastic measures" is often invoked to justify controversial or un popular decisions 
made by leaders or governing bodies. During times of war, economic recession, or public health crises, government s may implement 
emergency measures such as martial law, austerity measures, or quarantine protocols in order to protect the safety and well -being of 
the population. 
 
Moreover, the expression is frequently used in personal decision-making, particularly when individuals are confronted with difficult 
choices or unexpected challenges. In times of personal crisis, such as financial hardship, relationship breakdowns, or heal th 
emergencies, individuals may feel compelled to make drastic changes to their lifestyle, career, or living situation in order to regain 
stability or overcome adversity. 
 
However, while the phrase "drastic times call for drastic measures" implies a sense of urgency and necessity, it also carries  implications 
of risk and uncertainty. Taking extreme actions can have far-reaching consequences, both intended and unintended, and may involve 
sacrifices or compromises that individuals or societies are reluctant to make. 
 
Furthermore, the notion of "drastic measures" is subjective and context-dependent, and what constitutes a drastic action may vary 
depending on cultural norms, values, and perspectives. What one person considers a necessary response to a crisis, another ma y view 
as an overreaction or unnecessary intrusion. 
 
Despite these challenges, there are situations where the principle of "drastic times call for drastic measures" may be justif ied and 
necessary. For example, in the face of a global pandemic, governments may need to implement strict lockdowns and travel res trictions 
to contain the spread of the virus and protect public health, even if these measures entail significant economic and social d isruptions. 
 
In conclusion, "drastic times call for drastic measures" is an idiomatic expression that underscores the notion that extreme or 
unconventional actions may be necessary in times of crisis or urgent need. While the phrase conveys a sense of urgency and ne cessity, it 
also raises questions about the risks and consequences of taking drastic actions, as well as the subjective nature of what co nstitutes a 
drastic measure. Ultimately, the decision to implement drastic measures requires careful consideration of the specific circumstances 
and potential impacts, as well as a willingness to confront difficult choices in the pursuit of resolving the crisis at hand.  
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. In what situations do you believe it is most appropriate to apply the principle of "drastic times call for drastic measures"? Can you provide 
examples from history or current events where extreme actions were deemed necessary to address a pressing crisis? 

2. How do individuals and societies navigate the ethical dilemmas and potential consequences associated with taking drastic measures in 
times of crisis? Are there guiding principles or moral frameworks that should inform decision-making in such situations? 

3. Can you think of instances where the principle of "drastic times call for drastic measures" has been misapplied or abused by authorities or 
leaders? How can societies safeguard against the potential misuse of power or erosion of civil liberties during times of crisis? 

4. Reflecting on personal experiences or challenges, have you ever felt compelled to take drastic measures to address a crisis or urgent 
situation in your own life? How did you navigate the decision-making process, and what were the outcomes of your actions? 

5. Considering the complexities of modern crises, such as climate change, economic inequality, and geopolitical conflicts, how do you think 
the principle of "drastic times call for drastic measures" applies to addressing these long-term, systemic challenges? What role can 
individuals, communities, and governments play in implementing effective and sustainable solutions? 


