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DUTY LIES WITHIN

Kathlyn Q. Barrozo

Class of 1991, University of Santo Tomas

B.S. Medical Technology

When duty calls, we have to not just listen but heed that call. All of us have a particular role in life that we must play. Whether one is a mother, a teacher, a writer, a business owner, a farmer or a soldier, the roles we play on each and every day contribute to what makes the world go round. If one of us were to stop doing our duties and playing our roles, the world won’t end of course. For there will always be someone who would step in and take over. Either that or our role changes or becomes extinct altogether.


When the company I worked for decided to streamline manpower by offering redundancy packages to its employees, those at our department had the most number of takers. Before us, there had already been many others who opted to avail of the redundancy package, but most of them had already reached the age of retirement, so their choice was easier. What befell those first few batches of people scared us who availed of the same redundancy package a few years after. We heard stories of our former colleagues losing everything they had to bad decisions and lousy businesses. Horror stories of some colleagues whose children had to stop schooling peppered our daily conversations. 


When it was our turn to decide, around 30% decided to continue on to the big city while the rest of us opted for redundancy. Only about 15% to 20% of us who availed of the package were able to establish new careers successfully. Most went from one job to another, like me. There have been others who were lucky enough to go abroad and build new lives, thankfully because they or their spouses had relatives there. 

I have lost touch with most of my former colleagues. We have hopefully all been able to find new callings, new duties to take care of. 


There have been some former officemates who availed of the redundancy package two or three years ago. One of them happens to be my next door neighbor. She put up a restaurant three years ago and it has been going strong thanks to the great food that they serve. I know that she is one of those who will never regret leaving one duty for another.


In our lives, we are compelled to make decisions that will have a great impact on how we perform our current duties. Let us not hold back in making those decisions. Nobody will make them but us. Let us consider how those decisions will affect others in the process. Those decisions may not be optimal for others around us, but ultimately those decisions are still the best we have to make at that particular point. At least, when we carry out the duties that correspond to those decisions, we have only ourselves to blame when things don’t turn out as planned.


Questions for Discussion:


1. Define duty. Is it any different from responsibility or obligation? Why or why not?

2. What are your duties as a student of English? Do you find them easy to do? Why or why not?

3. How can an individual who seems to forget their duties be helped? Be as specific as you need to be.

4. Do you always find it easy to change roles? Why or why not?

5. What is your current assessment of how you have been doing in your personal duty in life? Do you feel you are on the right track? Elaborate on your answer.
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