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Maturity is not just all about getting to be a certain age as in voting age, marrying age, age of consent, legal age and what have you. It is also not just about getting a bent and stooped figure, holding down a steady job or owning a house and a bank account. Many young people are taught early how to save money for a rainy day, despite the fact that not all of them love putting aside part of the allowances they receive from their parents. 

Many western countries teach children to get part time jobs in their teens, which is a great way to train them on the value of money. I read about this really wealthy celebrity couple that let their eldest child work in a café even if the pay was but a pittance. This may be surprising for most people but I support such a progressive mindset.


In my country, there are private companies that offer employment to young people during the summer. Even my daughter told me that some of her classmates accepted summer jobs even if those jobs only lasted a month. I did not allow her to do the same because in my opinion, she will soon be compelled to get a full-time job in a year or so anyway, as she is to graduate from college next year. When that time comes, she won’t be enjoying summer vacations like she used to in her student days. And besides, I said, the summer always entails more house work with my daughter and her siblings at home. You know, more clothes to wash more frequently, more cooking and more cleaning. Having her in the house would be a better idea, in my mind.


Every day of our children’s lives, we teach them how to think better, think more maturely and think faster. The ability to make decisions on one’s feet takes a lot of maturity. One has to consider many things when big decisions are to be made. But with adequate experiences in life, the ability to make sensible decisions comes naturally. 


Not many of us can claim to be all wise and knowing. In fact, even the most intelligent people can make the gravest mistakes too. The truth is, because extremely intelligent people know a lot, they tend to believe that they can get away with anything. That’s why we have lawyers, right? They study law so they know how best to escape the long hand of the law. 


Maturity does not simply entail knowing everything, though. It also encompasses discernment on whether one will not be doing harm when they do what they want to do. Maturity means knowing that other people will be affected by what one does. It is knowing that one is not the most mature individual in the world. 


Questions for discussion:


1. Define maturity in your own terms. In your opinion, what elements make a person mature?

2. Talk about the person you most look up to who embodies maturity.

3. Mature people admit that they are wrong. In your opinion, when a person always admits that they are wrong, does it guarantee maturity? Why or why not?

4. Letting one’s child manage their finances can teach them to make mature decisions. What will make you step in to help your child, though?

5. Can making too many mistakes be a sign that a person needs to gain more life experiences to become more mature? Elaborate on your answer.
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