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WHAT IS TRUTH?
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What is truth? How can any of us know what is true and what is not? The mystery of living in this world is that no one is absolutely certain whether the truth that they believe in and hold fast to is the only solid truth there is. 


When we say we are true and other people are not, who are we really to decide in that context? More importantly, who among us holds the distinction of being able to judge absolutely and correctly?

Currently, the cream to everyone’s coffee appears to be the human interest story of a transgender woman. Her awe-inspiring talk given on a huge platform in North America focuses on the importance of acceptance in society for individuals like her. (Out of respect for the person, I have used female pronouns here.) Listening to the talk that takes a little over ten minutes has been a moving experience for me even if I have only been able to listen to it on a popular video-sharing site. 


She had succeeded at modeling as a woman. The pretty transgender used to be member of a top global modeling agency.This moment, I am unaware if she still belongs to the same agency, as a search in the current roster of models for the said agency no longer shows her name. The field of modeling is a highly-competitive field, with new and younger models easing out their older counterparts on a regular basis. But, I believe and as I have seen for myself, the transgender’s beauty certainly guarantees that she was in the roster some years ago. 


I have nothing against transgender individuals. Goodness knows, a lot of them have won a plethora of beauty pageants and look rather womanly and graceful, even more than I could ever personally aspire to be. But I prefer to take a, shall we say, less “embracing” or “liberated” stance on this. 

As I have mentioned before in a previous essay, a bike that is given a car’s steering wheel and tires will and cannot be labeled a car. It probably won’t even run. 


All this talk about gender markers has me wondering now: was the doctor that supposedly “assigned” the transgender’s “mislabeled” gender at birth wrong or professing a falsehood? Despite the glorification of gender reassignment and gender marker modification on a driver’s license in a powerful country, I still do not see why there is a need to spread the word about how one is handling their “newly-discovered freedom”. That freedom has expense unfortunately on the truth that we were all made man and woman. If you cannot decide which gender you are, it’s just like saying that Someone Somewhere made a terrible mistake. 


Embracing the truth is good but when you go for drastic measures to change what you are born with, will you not be doing a disservice to the spread of the TRUTH? 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Define truth.

2. What are you willing to do to adhere to the truth?

3. Do you think the writer is too judgmental? Justify your answer.

4. If you were in the transgender’s place, would you go for gender reassignment? Why or why not?

5. If gender marker modification were legal in your own country, are there people you know who would choose to do it?
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