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OF TRUTH AND LIES
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“Hypocrisy is the homage vice pays to virtue.”-François de La Rochefoucauld

The word hypocrisy is a negatively termed character that often blinds human to perceive the truth about life. That is because we are often caught in the middle of a silent war of being real and discerning the lies. The moral breakdown of truth and honesty is often a real big issue, most especially in this superficial world. Since this is going to be handed out to educators, parents and students alike, the proper reasoning of this kind of attack to the issue of hypocrisy should be handled carefully, so as not to spoil the lesson to the youth. 

Sugar coating the bitterness of this world will not give significant lessons in life. It is rather an alleviating element that turns everything crooked in principles. It does not give full justice of the why’s and what’s of certain situations that most of the time, rather intriguing to the ear. The battle between staying with the tradition and the changes in the modern society creates a great impact with how our children behave. Education will be the outsourcing channel in order for them to understand that this world is not a playground but rather a great battlefield, that this is not a survival of the fittest but also of the wisest.

The realization between what is the essence of truth and clinging to lies is a bit challenging for it exercises the mind and soul for discernment. We tend to pretend that we are into something we think is cool, but in reality, it is not. Humans are designed to be pretentious about issues concerning their emotions and insecurities. It somehow relieves the pain of reality when we lie about something that extends far from what we are in the present. It simply goes deeper when we try to justify such “matter- of- fact” discussions and in the end, you will find out that you are already in the puddle of lies. We try to conceal the emotions behind heartaches and pain. It is the same pain that goes with using other people’s behalf to survive the sting of reality which happens to be the exact opposite of what we try to be. The false virtue of hypocrisy has always been a resort to deny the truth and embrace lies. 

Niccolò Machiavelli, an Italian political philosopher is often characterized as a scrupulous and cunning idealist due to his endorsement to violence and willingness to commit immorality. “The end justifies the means” is a famous line from Machiavelli to which signifies violence and force in order for one to get above from the rest. Hypocrisy comes in as it envelopes the truth into a tangled ball of lie to stay away from the scrutiny of the society as you enjoy the perks of being on top of the world.  

This brings out the light to teachers and parents. This subject unravels the mystery the ever- changing society and formulate the proper and fitting means of meeting the multifaceted behaviours of our students and that we are supposed to spill the beans to our students without spoiling the flavour to them. As much as possible, we just try to sugar coat the bitterness of this world feeds, there is no escaping it and we are bound involuntarily. This contemporary world forces us to do such. Time is of the essence, traditions have to stay around in order for us to keep up with the balance of the natural law and that is what we should do. Counterfeits stay around and the only thing we do is to unmask them so we can teach our children that honesty can sometimes hurt us but the matters of virtuosity will always be the best part of being human to be able to share ourselves to others without prejudice.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSIONS:

1. Define hypocrisy.

2. How can you discern truth from lies?

3. How does it affect you when you encounter hypocrites?

4. How will you react if people close to you are not honest? Cite examples.

5. If you will be driven to a situation that you have to cross the morality of truth, will you walk away or face it with pretension?
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