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THE NEWS-OR WHAT MAKES THE NEWS NOWADAYS


Kathlyn Q. Barrozo
Class of 1991, University of Santo Tomas
B.S. Medical Technology

Whether you agree to it or not, the fact remains that our everyday lives are affected by the news we get everyday. 


When we hear of the rising prices of fuel for instance, we resolve to use our cars less often. When there is news of an impending increase in electricity rates, we remind the members of our household to be mindful of how they use electric appliances. When we hear of war or other trouble erupting somewhere we have relatives living in, we get worried and send those relatives a message. We are alarmed at how unscrupulous individuals have cheated people of their money via fraudulent online and bank transactions. Thus, we resolve to be more careful with our bank transactions and accounts and of what we do online. 


The everyday news affects how I want to keep my children safe. Even rumors of evil people going around in closed vans and abducting innocent children in my province has led me to tirelessly nag my children not to leave the school premises for any reason at all except to take a ride home. I ask my two children in high school to send me text messages should they be detained at school beyond dismissal time. I get worried when any of my children fail to come home at a reasonable period after school is out for the day without any advice from them.


Any news that comes from the four major directions plus all others in between can be a source of panic or assurance for me, for us, correct?  Many of us rely on the news to start our day, much like other people need a cup of coffee to get them going for the day. 


And for those of us who have made it to the news, hopefully whatever the news they were involved in was all good and noteworthy. Scandals and other stuff like them are greatly sensationalized to the extent that online searches are done endlessly till the ‘right sources’ are arrived at. 


The funny thing about news is that it eventually dies down. People lose interest once a bit of news is no longer covered as extensively as when it first hit the papers, online news sources, social networking sites, and broadcasting networks. 


The news has the power to make life easier or more difficult, ho-hum or more interesting. It seems that wherever we look, we see more bad news than we can really handle. That’s probably why the planet seems to be spiraling downward. Thus I believe the world needs more good news than what it’s getting nowadays.

Hopefully, there will be more events that are happy and more human centered to be written, talked and raved about. Hopefully, the news will be of wonderful human achievements in an otherwise very cruel world. 


Questions for discussion:


1. What types of headlines get your attraction? Why?

2. Do you think all news out there is true and complete? Why or why not?

3. What are your common sources of news? What is your most preferred?

4. Do you believe everything you read in the papers and online? Why or why not?

5. How does the news affect you?
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