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DEBATING THE QUESTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Kathlyn Q. Barrozo
Class of 1991, University of Santo Tomas
B.S. Medical Technology

Once I was watching this international news program where they featured a scientist and a lobbyist against climate change. At first, the discussion focused on what has been going on around the globe: stronger storms, ice caps melting, that sort of thing. The scientist said all those changes were brought about by nature, but the lobbyist vehemently said man’s activities have contributed to all the unexplainable madness around. Because of the way we have abused the planet, according to the lobbyist, the Earth is doomed to destruction.

I am not a scientist and neither am I a lobbyist. But I do not like it when I see trash lying around. It is never a good day when trash remains uncollected. Stray dogs could easily scatter garbage everywhere, making it easy to spread disease. Trash has its place in the scheme of things and it is not meant to be left just anywhere. At home, we put together plastic bottles and aluminum cans that we sell to buyers that go around the village. We have sold a number of damaged electrical appliances to the junkyard. Our old computer monitor, our first ever stereo component, the no-frost refrigerator that my sister bought for my mother, along with many other such things, have been sold to the junk yard man. I wish I could do something about the old cellular phones lying around the house. I think everyone has them around. I don’t know if it’s plain sentimentalism or stupidity that we keep them around. 

No matter how we strive to clean up our environment, there just is too much lying around that makes the job a bit difficult. Trash segregation is a viable option. I wish we had this really big yard where we could dig a hole and do composting. It is to help lessen the amount of trash we let the garbage workers dispose of for us. But what would happen when the rains come? Wouldn’t the trash we put into the hole be carried into the water that could possibly get into the house? What to do…

We should appreciate the efforts of certain appliance manufacturers to make their products more environment friendly. However, how many of those products actually work as they are designed? Do they really not harm the environment when they are operated or used? 

And going organic is so enticing, but the cost of food that’s been grown organically is prohibitive, if not downright outrageous. Organic foodstuff tends to spoil rather easily, and with the price they are sold at, they most certainly deserve to keep for longer, right? 

It seems that the fight against climate change will never be easy. We can, however, keep hoping that it gets better with time.

QUESTIONSFOR DISCUSSION:

1. What domestic practices do you carry out to combat climate change?
2. Do you believe that man contributes to climate change? Why or why not?
3. What is your opinion on buying organic? 
4. What other solutions are there to fight climate change?
5. Can climate change be reversed? How?
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