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MAN VS. CLIMATE CHANGE: A SIMPLE CHANGE OF PERSEPECTIVE?

Kathlyn Q. Barrozo
Class of 1991, University of Santo Tomas
B.S. Medical Technology

The polar vertex in North America, the devastation wrought by a very recent typhoon, thousands of lives lost in flash floods and storm surges everywhere. A tsunami that devastated a strong Asian country could very well be a threat to many coastal towns in my own country. However, despite the many storms and heavy losses experienced by countries everywhere, man continues to be resilient in the face of everything. We rise up, we experience devastation and destruction, and we rise up again. It’s in man’s destiny to face challenges and perhaps learn from them. The beauty of being human is the fact that we have been designed with the ability to stand on our feet no matter how heavy the load we carry or we are given, climate change included.

Weather predictions make it possible for us to see what’s on the horizon, literally. But the strange fact about the weather is it changes, even at the last minute. It’s the weather, okay.  Like a particularly petulant woman, it is invariably whimsical. Storms could change paths rather easily and weather conditions could be sane at one time and wacky the next time. 

What has remained constant is man’s ability to withstand whatever destruction and losses that can come. It doesn’t even matter if we have a religion or not. We can always rely on ourselves and each other to make it through whatever storms that come. Climate change or not, the human spirit always overcomes.

Perhaps climate change has been designed to test man’s limits. It is nature’s way of telling us that we need to stop, look back and study what we have brought upon the planet. It is Mother Nature’s way of telling us to slow down a bit lest we bring about irreversible damage to the planet that has nurtured us through life. We can’t change the past, but we have the power to change what is ahead. We can definitely do that in the present if we put our backs to it. If we get our acts together, we may yet overcome the challenges of climate change. 

The science of climate change is far from being resolved. Strict scientists have proposed that it is an act of nature, far removed from being affected by man’s activities. Yet those who fiercely lobby against it are convinced that it is precisely man’s activities that have brought about stronger storms, more destructive tsunamis and rampant flooding everywhere. No matter which side you support, it wouldn’t hurt to use less plastics and more natural materials. It wouldn’t hurt at all if we all learned to do recycling. It certainly would be helpful if we didn’t crowd landfills with dangerous chemicals and other harmful matter that could leach into our waterways and produce fish kills and overgrowth of bacteria that cause red tide. 

It wouldn’t hurt to play it safe.  

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. What is climate change? 
2. What are some of the strongest storms you remember?
3. Is there cause to panic about it? Why or why not?
4. How can you personally contribute to making the planet safer from the harmful effects of climate change?
5. Describe the greatest devastation that has created the strongest impression on you.
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