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THE TALENT TO MOVE THE WORLD WITH THE PEN

Kathlyn Q. Barrozo
Class of 1991, University of Santo Tomas
B.S. Medical Technology

There are numerous writers I truly admire. Many of them create in the fiction genre. Those writers have been able to transport me somewhere else, showing me a world apart from what we exist in. The talent to do this is rare, and with the advent and flourishing of self-publication, has become even rarer still. Strong individuals in books have always fascinated me. Sidney Sheldon, who was described at Wikipedia as being the seventh bestselling author of all time, created such great opuses as The Other Side of Midnight, Bloodline, The Sands of Time and Rage of Angels. I know I have read two or three in that list, but do not ask me what they were about.  I have already forgotten. Somehow, Sidney’s books influenced me with the concepts they had on courage and self-determination. 

Danielle Steele’s books gave me concepts on love. Real love is far from being ideal as the ones described in The Promise, The Ring, Loving and To Love Again. But it can be as bittersweet and romantic as those which Danielle Steele wrote on. I remember that back in high school, there was this craze about Shirley Conran’s novel Lace. The craze grew in intensity when the novel was made into a TV miniseries. Who could forget Phoebe Cates, who played the main character, uttering angrily, “Which one of you b****** is my mother?” Lovely acting, beautiful story are what made the miniseries and the book real hits. Barbara Taylor Bradford wrote A Woman of Substance. It is a book that I have never been able to read. Now, thanks to Wikipedia, I have found out that it is part of a series of novels about the fictional character Emma Harte. How I would love to get a hold of the book, though.

Paulo Coelho’s Veronica Decides to Die was borrowed by my daughter from one of her friends. My daughter said I should read it, but my schedule at that time was so cruel I couldn’t even sit down for an hour to get some honest reading done. The talent of Mitch Albom I have witnessed via For One More Day. I would love to read another Mitch Albom work entitled The Five People You Meet in Heaven. Dan Brown may have made the Catholic Church angry with his works that include Angels and Demons and  The DaVinci Code. But Inferno and The Lost Symbol  were still great reads, along with the two others in the Robert Langdon series, I believe.

Of course, Stephen King will always be the king of the macabre. Who can forget The Dark Half, Cujo, The Shining, The Dark Tower series, Salem’s Lot, The Green Mile, among many others? Writing great fiction is a beautiful talent. Here’s to hoping that many more out there will continue in the tradition of the best fiction writers of all time. 

Questions for discussion:

1. Are there fiction writers you admire? Why do you admire them?
2. The talent to bring readers to another realm is great. Share your thoughts on certain works of fiction you love.
3. How often do you buy books? What are they usually about?
4. If you had the ability to write, what would you write about?
5. What talent do you wish you had? Elaborate on your choice. 
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