[image: image1.png]N International
y f s Online Teachers
Society

(4
£




[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]


LITERATURE - A FREE EXPRESSION

Marian Baltazar

Class of 1980, University of the Philippines College of Manila

AB Political Science

Literature is a free expression of art and also a free expression of our ideas and thoughts. It allows and gives us a deeper understanding of the things around us. Most importantly, it does not only let man express his ideas but also his thoughts and beliefs. The author is able to convey his thoughts, ideas and give his reflections based in his own perspective. Actually, when we talk of literature, there are diverse meanings and ideas that go with it. So, maybe we could enuemrate some of them.


Literature expresses a cultural understanding of a particular group. Helps us understand the different cultures. It serves as a medium so we could get to know different people and races. This is cannot only be knowledgeable but also very entertaining for it cultivates our imaginations too. Centuries away from now, it can make humanities intact because we are able to preserve and keep literary accomplishments of humanity and eventually learn from it.


Literature itself is indispensable to culture. Like what William Long has freely expressed, Literature preserves the ideas of the people; and ideals--love, faith, duty, friendship, freedom, reverence--are the part of human life most worthy of preservation.” It is not only a fine communication for us to be able to voice our thoughts but It also helps us know about the different people and races. This alone expresses history itself. This is the sole reason why we have different literary works of the famous writers in History.


Literature, per se, is a great help to people. It helps us to improve our grammar and spelling. The study of literature hones our language skills as well. Aside from that, it helps and teaches us new, valuable techniques in communication. Literature not only can build your vocabulary but it can also make you a more articulate writer. It, therefore furthers the mastery of language which is very important to people.


Moreover, the study of Literature can help students prepare for a very rewarding and meaningful life. It helps them to write and talk about anything too. That is, they think about and take into consideration how different kinds of people think, react and understand words. They carefully analyze literary works, whether it is fiction, drama, poetry and the likes. These analytical abilities are actually considered fundamental life skills.


Furthermore, Literature can be the best vehicle for vastly enlarging our possible experiences. Purpose of literature is to amuse and to inform. It is also important for people to be able to release their stress and this can serve as an outlet so we can release our stress. It educates the masses and a great way to escape from ordinary life. We learn more about different topics like history and we are able to use our imagination and see the story from the narrators’ perspective.


We can endlessly talk about why Literature is important but there is one thing for sure, Literature enables a person to have a free expression of their thoughts and ideas.

Questions for discussion:

1. How important is Literature?

2. Is Literature important in our life? Why or why not?

3. Give the importance of Literature in your life. Explain further.

4. Do you agree that Literature is a free expression of our thoughts and ideas? Justify your answer.

5. Why do you think do we study Literature? Explain your answer.
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