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LIVING IN A CITY

Marian Baltazar

Class of 1980, University of the Philippines College of Manila

AB Political Science

A lot of people say that living in a city is better than living in the rural area or in the countryside. Although some people say that living in the countryside or the rural area is better than the former. Come to think of it, those who live in the city (also known as the urban area) prefer to live in the rural area and vice versa. It’s a fact that in both ways, each kind of living has its own share of advantages and disadvantages. Well, I just think that it will all depend on what kind of lifestyle you choose that would dictate the kind of living you want, don’t you think so?

Your lifestyle will certainly decide whether the city life or the countryside lifestyle will be best for you. Apparently, whatever suits you better and what you think will be best for you and your family will be your choice. It is actually yours to make and decide on. There are a lot of amenities and a variety of activities that you can find when you live in a city. It offers you a vast range of tastes and cultures that will cater to your lifestyle.

Although, we may say that there are more advantages living in the city than living in the countryside or rural area. If we try to look at its pros and cons, the former outweighs the latter. The living environment will surely affect your life together with your activities and even your health. If you live in the city, you can avail of good medical services; have an easy access to transport services allowing you to save more time and money. Not only that, you also have better education opportunities since there are numerous schools, colleges and universities to choose from.

Living in the city gives you more and better chances on your career developments and getting good job opportunities with high salaries unlike when you get a job in the countryside. One more thing, living in the city gives you the convenience of everything. You have got a lot of entertainment venues like the parks, stadiums, arenas, pools, theaters, tennis courts and a lot of places to enjoy and relax yourself. Not to mention that we can get all that we need in the supermarkets, groceries, shops which can be found anywhere. You get the convenience of having a one stop shop in the malls and find everything you need there.

The most exciting part of the city life is being able to go out and have a good time with your family and friends in a bar or restaurant of your choice. Then later on, you can just go to the nearest entertainment attractions like the amusement parks, concert halls and galleries. Even when you know that there is pollution, high crime rates, traffic congestions and even a higher cost of living, a lot of people still prefer to live in the city. We only have one life to live and that only means that we have to choose wisely or choose the most ideal place to live. So I think I would prefer living in the city rather than living in the countryside because I find it more convenient, don’t you think so?

Questions for discussion:

1. Do you prefer living in the city or in the countryside (or rural area)? Why?

2. What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of living in the city?

3. Does your lifestyle dictate your way of living? Why or why not?

4. Give me some good reasons why you would prefer to live in a city.

5. Do you agree that there are more advantages than disadvantages when you live in a city? Explain your answer.
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