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OF OLD THINGS AND NEW
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The desperate need for security of some people is often crazy. These people fear things that they themselves may have created. We create the very ghosts that we fear. We often forget the fact that if we care to look more deeply, we could find there is no need for security at all. It is merely the loss of trust in everyone else that we find security to be essential, and badly so.


When I was just a little girl, our parents used to take us to their native village in the North of the country. I had always marveled at how people in the then quaint village left their doors open at night. In the city where I was born, doing so even at that time was the biggest mistake one could make. But at my parents’ village, windows and doors were never shut. People could sleep outside at their balconies and porches and even under the stars in the glorious of nights. There was never any threat of someone sneaking up on you and plunging a knife at your throat or coming into your house uninvited. Security then was enjoyed because people respected each other and the property of their neighbors. But that changed through the years.


Today, although my parents’ village has been “reintroduced’ to me only through photos posted by my cousins and relatives, it is apparent that the old neighborhood I used to know has all but disappeared. In its place are many large abodes that speak of wealth and progress. The old elementary school where the family used to watch live stage plays has given way to a concrete structure where parties for returning villagers from abroad are held. The parties are more boisterous, I suspect, from the few videos that are posted by well-meaning relatives on a social networking site. The music is much louder, the programs more varied. But I wonder if the stage plays are more heartfelt and painfully sweet. 


Back then, everyone was secure that they could leave their houses unlocked to watch the stage plays till the first hour of dawn. Almost everyone in the village, save for the old people, stayed awake to enjoy the drama unfold onstage. Now the drama is in the fights and accusations and acts of treachery that have pervaded the village. No one can leave their houses without making sure that they’re shuttered and double padlocked. Verandas still remain open, but people only sleep in them when the rest of the house is filled up with guests. Fights between relatives erupt in drinking sessions that are supposed to be celebrations of village feast days.


Where is security? It no longer dwells here!


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Why is there a greater need for security today than in the past?

2. How have the relationships we have been eroded through the passage of time?

3. Do you believe we can still enjoy security in the present? How?

4. How has security been breached in your personal life? Be as specific as needed.

5. Have you personally broken the security in another person’s life? How?
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