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PARENTHOOD: WORK THAT YOU NEED TO BE PASSIONATE ABOUT


Kathlyn Q. Barrozo
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Parenthood is ideally good and honest work. Our children are our testaments to how much we love the work entailed in parenthood. Unlike many tasks involved in real work, the task of rearing our children to be the masterpieces they are meant to be falls squarely on our shoulders as their parents. We can not blame other people for how our children turn out to be. Children do not come with an instruction manual that’s designed to make the work of bringing them up a lot easier to understand. Whatever work we do on our children, its very quality becomes evident either immediately or years down the road. That fact makes the rearing of children a much more interesting and a more customized  type of work.

However, there should come a time in our lives as parents that rearing our children becomes less a chore and more a passion. That time is at the very start of our being mothers or fathers to them. We can complain about all the hard work that we have to do to raise our children, but that does not give us the authority to make our children pay us back for what we have to do for them. It was not our children’s choice for them to be born to us. But they  have a choice on how they should be raised: healthily and as productive citizens of the world we bring them into.

We parents have a blessed task. The work we put into raising our children speaks much of how we have become as individuals. Our failure to provide our children’s most vital needs is often a reflection of how much we really care about them. By providing our children’s needs here, I do not mean spoiling them to bits. Doing so will be the biggest mistake a parent can ever make. Working to teach our children about life and its essence takes sincere effort from us. Giving our children all that life and the world has to offer is not a real way of showing how much we love them. Admittedly, many among us do not see the error in spoiling their children rotten. But it is in the hardest times that our children see how much we love them. How we work to keep them closer to our hearts holds greater value than all the luxuries we give them. 

Our children are our work in life, our work in progress. They are living testaments to how we truly try to work to earn our souls. With prayer and self-sacrifice, the work that our children are ultimately becomes the masterpieces we shall be blessed to share with the whole world. Let us work hard on our parenthood then, for it is our link to the future. 

QUETSIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Do you agree that parenthood is hard work? Why or why not?

2. How do parents fail in their work of raising their children?

3. How can you prepare yourself for the tasks of parenthood?

4. How is career work similar to parenthood?

5. Why are some people not fit for the work of parenthood?
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