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WHAT AN ATTITUDE!


Ream Odetallah

Class of 2003, University of Jordan

MA English Language and Literature


Usually children don't lie. They are not aware of the lying techniques that adults refer to in different occasions. That little girl, the only child of a loving couple, has proved the opposite and has taught her parents the real concept of lying!

Some say there are certain attitudes that may be genetic or involuntarily trained by the ones in charge of a lying child. This little lie led to a tragedy that one can never imagine what a four year old girl had done to end her parents' marriage. It is too bad to be true.

She was playing with her friends at the play school when a new boy arrived to the yard. The little liar, Tania, as well as the other children stood timidly when a teacher was trying to let the boy to get along with the rest. Tania has boldly approached the two, and the teacher has happily introduced them to each other and off they went to play in the sand. The boy comes from a rich family, but appears to be unconfident and timid that he barely said anything. A few days later, the boy was happy with Tania and vice versa that they do not stop talking to each other. He proudly showed her the lovely toy his parents bought him, and Tania lied when she said she has just the same toy back home.

Of course, Tania cannot act normally like any jealous child that brags to their parents. She has harmfully planned a sly schema that would ruin the boy's day. She has taken the toy and hidden it in her backpack. At home time the boy has refused to leave without his toy that every teacher has had to look everywhere even in the children's school bags. Tania has gone mad when they have started looking into her bag, leading them to suspect her objection.

Parents have come streaming in, and Tania's parents were extremely angry at what has happened to their daughter. The teachers have tried to explain as well as the principal but it was to no avail! So, all left with the toy in Tania's bag. As soon as they have reached the car, Tania's mum looked into her bag, but she quickly got the toy out and said, "This is for your my brother, mum. When will we see him?" 

Questions for discussion:

1. How would you describe Tania's attitude? 

2. What makes a child so young a professional liar?

3. Is there any difference between the boy's and Tania's attitudes?

4. What do you think might have happened to Tania's parents after saying the last statement in the passage?

5. Give three healthy ways of bringing up a child.
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