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OPPORTUNITY – A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 


Marian Baltazar

Class of 1980, University of the Philippines College of Manila

AB Political Science

In every person’s life, we encounter different events and stages in our life wherein it leads to our growth to maturity as an individual. Opportunity as defined in the dictionary is a possibility due to a f...avourable combination of circumstances. It is also defined as a favourable occasion for grasping a disappointment. It is a good chance for advancement or progress although it doesn’t guarantee that change will happen. We are given only one life to live by God so we consider it an opportunity to exist in this world. It is our once-in-a-lifetime chance to make things happen in the most favourable way. Are we aware of everything that is happening around us? Are we an optimistic person and sensitive to all occurrences in our life?


We are always given a good chance to grab an opportunity in front of us, but do we act diligently upon grabbing it? For most of us who gets the right opportunity fail to make the best use of it. Thus, we end up catering to mundane activities which are neither useful to us nor to others. Our minds are preoccupied with petty little things which are trivial and end up with a quick gratification. Our tendency is to look for quick results and immediate pleasure instead of having a long term of satisfaction. Our minds should be tamed to seek permanent happiness in life. Focus our thoughts and efforts on vital and important activities paving the way to a success.  There is no better time than right now to start doing what you have in mind for so long. As Michael Dell puts it, “Don’t spend so much time trying to choose the perfect opportunity, that you miss the right opportunity.” Whether you are still searching or you have found your calling, there should be that fire of passion in your heart to drive your life’s work. Let us be open-minded, listen to our heart, be inspired, let it lead us and head for the fulfilment of our dreams.


If we are keen to the things happening around us, for sure we would easily recognize opportunity the moment it comes to our doorstep. Great men and women don’t just wait for the right opportunity to come along, they desperately go in search of opportunities and give in their best effort to make things happen. Great people know their abilities, their God-given talents. They grab the opportunity to make the best use of even at least one of their talents, excel in it and are able to reach their goals and achieve their dreams. Successful people are opportunity grabber. It’s our choice! Let us diligently work with sincere effort to take that opportunity to achieve great things in store for us and lie before us in this world we live. Be smart enough to catch, get hold of our dreams and make it a reality! The opportune time to act on it is right now…….let’s do it! After all that is said and done, living in this world is a God-given opportunity, it’s a once-in-a-lifetime CHANCE!

Questions for discussion:


1.What are the chances of having the right opportunity in your life?

2.In your opinion, do you consider living in this world a great opportunity? Why and why not?

3.At what point/s in your life did you encounter opportunity ?

4.Do you spend a lot of time brooding over your problems? How can you find a way to overcome them?

5.How would you best describe opportunity?
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